




















State Regulation of Sunday Hunting 
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hunting on Sundays.  (See Appendix E.) 
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IV.   Sunday Hunting in Other States 
 
 

Currently, 38 states allow unrestricted Sunday hunting.  Pennsylvania is one 
of nine states that prohibit Sunday hunting for wild game.  In addition to Pennsyl-
vania, the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and 
Virginia completely ban Sunday hunting for wild game.  North Carolina prohibits 
Sunday hunting except for certain military installations under the exclusive juris-
diction of the federal government, and in Alabama, state law prohibits Sunday 
hunting, but, according to state officials, it is a “blue law” that is not enforced.   
 
 Three states allow limited Sunday hunting, as follows:  Maryland allows 
hunting on private property on two Sundays during deer season; South Carolina al-
lows Sunday hunting on private land only; and West Virginia allows Sunday hunt-
ing on private land, but each county can hold a referendum to ban Sunday hunting.  
(Exhibit 2 shows state regulation of Sunday hunting in all 50 states.) 
 
 As part of this study, we examined Sunday hunting-related developments in 
states bordering Pennsylvania and in those states in which changes have recently 
been made or attempted. 
 
Connecticut 
 
 Connecticut general statutes prohibit Sunday hunting.  An exception is made 
for trapping and for hunting artificially propagated birds on licensed private shoot-
ing preserves subject to regulations the Commissioner may apply.  In such cases, 
the operator of the private shooting preserve must obtain permission for Sunday 
shooting from the town or towns where the preserve is located. 
 
 During the 2003-04 legislative session, a bill was introduced which would 
have allowed bowhunting on private property on Sundays with the landowner’s 
permission.  Another bill introduced during that session would have removed the 
restrictions on Sunday hunting.  Neither bill passed. 
 
 At the start of the 2005-06 session, legislation was introduced to allow Sun-
day bowhunting on private property with the landowner’s permission.  Under this 
proposal, the Sunday hunts would be permitted during the state’s regular bowhunt-
ing season in areas selected by the commissioner of the state’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection.  A similar bill introduced in the House would also allow Sun-
day bowhunting for deer on private property with written permission.   
 

Five other bills were also reportedly introduced which would allow Sunday 
hunting in certain circumstances.  However, as of April 1, 2005, all of these bills 
had died in committee. 
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Exhibit 2 
 

State Regulation of Sunday Hunting 
 

State Allowed Not Allowed* State Allowed Not Allowed* 

Alabama  Xa Montana X  

Alaska X  Nebraska X  

Arizona X  Nevada X  

Arkansas X  New Hampshire X  

California X  New Jersey  X 

Colorado X  New Mexico X  

Connecticut  X New York X  

Delaware  X North Carolina  Xc 

Florida X  North Dakota X  

Georgia X  Ohio X  

Hawaii X  Oklahoma X  

Idaho X  Oregon X  

Illinois X  Pennsylvania  X 

Indiana X  Rhode Island X  

Iowa X  South Carolina Xb  

Kansas X  South Dakota X  

Kentucky X  Tennessee X  

Louisiana X  Texas X  

Maine  X Utah X  

Maryland Xb  Vermont X  

Massachusetts  X Virginia  X 

Michigan X  Washington X  

Minnesota X  West Virginia Xd  

Mississippi X  Wisconsin X  

Missouri X  Wyoming X  

_______________ 
*Except that there are some specifically designated exceptions in certain of these states.  For example, Sunday hunt-
ing for crows, foxes, and coyotes, and Sunday hunting on validly permitted noncommercial-regulated hunting grounds 
are allowed in Pennsylvania.  Also, exceptions are made in some states to permit falconry hunting on Sundays.  (See 
Appendix E.) 
aAlabama law prohibits Sunday hunting.  However, state officials indicated that it is a “Blue Law” that is not enforced. 
bLimited to private property only. 
cSunday hunting is prohibited except for certain military installations under the exclusive jurisdiction of the federal 
government. 
dDecided by county.  Presently allowed in 14 of the 41 counties on private lands. 
 
Source:  Developed by LB&FC staff based on research of state statutes and contacts with state wildlife agency per-
sonnel. 
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Delaware 
 

Delaware state law prohibits Sunday hunting but provides for exceptions for 
trapping, training dogs, and hunting red foxes with dogs.  A bill was introduced in 
2003 to allow hunting on private property on Sundays (between noon and dark).  
This bill passed the state House but did not move out of committee in the Senate. 
 
 As of April 2005, no new Sunday hunting bills had been introduced in the 
Delaware General Assembly for consideration in the 2005-06 legislative session. 
 
Maine 
 
 State law prohibits hunting in any manner on Sundays in Maine.  In 2003, 
legislation was introduced to provide limited Sunday hunting.  This bill would have 
allowed hunting on Sundays in Maine’s far northwestern corner, but only for small 
game, which includes grouse and rabbits.  The districts listed in the bill for Sunday 
hunting were contained entirely in the North Maine Woods, which is a corporation 
run by a group of timberland owners who allow the use of their private roads and 
forests for recreation.  The North Maine Woods charges entry fees at a system of 
gates.  The entire area includes about 6,000 square miles and there are no residen-
tial properties in this area. 
 

The bill would have allowed for this limited Sunday hunting for a two-year 
period, giving the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife the opportunity to 
review the impacts of Sunday hunting in that area before deciding if they wanted to 
continue it.  This bill was approved by the state House in 2004, but did not pass the 
Senate.  Also during the 2003-04 legislative session, a bill was introduced to open 
Sunday hunting throughout the state.  This bill also did not pass. 
 
 With the start of the 2005-06 session, a bill was introduced which would al-
low resident landowners to hunt on Sunday on their own land if they own 20 or 
more acres and the land is open to hunting by the public.  The landowner would 
have to register with the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.   
 
Maryland 
 

Prior to 2003, Sunday hunting was prohibited in Maryland.  With support 
from the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, the Maryland Sportsmen’s Association, and 
other conservation groups, the Legislature introduced a bill permitting Sunday 
hunting.  In early 2003, the Governor signed into law legislation that allows limited 
Sunday hunting.  These limits include: 

 
− Hunting only on private property with written permission from the land-

owner.  The bill also increased penalties for trespassing on private lands.  
Sunday hunting on public lands was not authorized. 
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− Hunting deer on private property on the first Sunday of the bow hunting 
season in November and the first Sunday of the deer firearms season.  No 
other Sundays were permitted. 

− Hunting in specified geographic regions.  The Sunday deer hunting provi-
sion is not applicable in certain urban areas of the state, including Balti-
more City and the Washington D.C. area. 

 
Maryland currently permits Sunday hunting in 12 of the state’s 24 counties.  

Representatives of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources told us they 
consider the introduction of limited Sunday hunting to have been very successful.  
Although Maryland has, to date, had only two hunting seasons in which Sunday 
hunting has been permitted, department personnel made the following observa-
tions:   

 
– the agency has not experienced an increase in landowner complaints or 

other related trespassing problems and have not seen an increase in land-
owners closing their land to Sunday hunting; 

– increased involvement by youth hunters as a result of Sunday hunting is 
not evident but they believe it is too early to determine with certainty; and 

– Sunday hunting has had an impact on harvests.  In particular, they noted 
that an additional 3,000 deer are harvested as a result of Sunday hunting.  
This has been helpful when inclement weather has significantly affected 
deer harvests.  In particular in 2003, the first year of Sunday hunting, 
opening day deer harvests were down by 18 percent.  However, with the 
addition of Sunday hunting, and a resulting harvest of an additional 2,900 
deer, the harvest was equal to that of the prior year.   

 
Officials of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources told us they are 

not seeking to further expand Sunday permitting at this time.  They believe sports-
men and interest groups are largely satisfied with the Sunday hunting regulations 
on private lands and see no need to expand Sunday hunting to state park lands or 
public wildlife management areas which are generally hunted more heavily than 
private lands.   
 
New York 
 
 New York State is divided into several regions, each with its own history re-
garding Sunday hunting.  The northern zone contains the Adirondack Mountains.  
The Catskills and the Hudson Valley comprise the Catskill/Hudson Valley Region of 
the state.  The remainder of the state is broken into a central region and a western 
Region.  The Catskill/Hudson Valley, central, and western regions together com-
prise the southern zone. 
 

In the early 1900s, Sunday hunting was allowed throughout the state of New 
York.  However, in 1938 Sunday hunting was banned for the central and western 



 42

regions of the state.  Sunday hunting remained legal for those in the Catskill/ 
Hudson Valley and Adirondacks Regions. 
 

The ban on Sunday hunting for the central and western regions remained in 
effect until 1993.  At that time, organized sportsmen’s groups who wished to expand 
the recreational hunting opportunities in these regions pushed for a change.  A bill 
was passed in 1993 allowing Sunday hunting for the central region of the state, 
with a three-year trial period.  In 1996, the state legislature made Sunday hunting 
permanent in the central region after little opposition was apparent during the trial 
period. 

 
In 1996, New York passed an additional bill expanding Sunday hunting into 

the Western Region of the state.  This bill also had a three-year trial period.  In 
1999, the Legislature voted to make this bill permanent, and as a result, Sunday 
hunting is now allowed throughout the state of New York in all designated open 
hunting areas during all open hunting seasons. 
 
 The New York Department of Environmental Conservation has not conducted 
any formal studies to quantify the impact Sunday hunting has had in the state.  
However, department officials told us they believe Sunday hunting has provided 
many benefits to the state since it was authorized statewide in 1999.  They report 
that Sunday hunting continues to be accepted in New York, and there have been 
very few problems as a result of expanding it statewide.  There have been no con-
certed, organized efforts asking them to readdress the Sunday hunting provisions.  
New York officials further report that: 
 

– Because Sunday hunting increases the total number of weekend hunting 
days, more hunting opportunities are available for youth hunters.  With a 
decline in deer hunters because of an aging population, New York officials 
believe they need to entice more youth hunters to the sport; 

– weekend hunting opportunities result in increased harvests, which has 
helped them control their deer herd; 

– they have not seen an increase in posted land as a result of Sunday hunt-
ing; (They report, however, that posting is generally increasing slowly on 
weekends, mostly due to individuals who live in urban areas during the 
week and come to rural homes on weekends and do not want to be dis-
turbed during their weekend retreat.  They characterize this form of post-
ing as “urban values transposed on a rural environment.”) 

– they have not found an increase in trespassing violations with the expan-
sion of Sunday hunting; and 

– because law enforcement officials had to be afield when the Sunday hunt-
ing ban was in effect to look for illegal Sunday hunters, there has not been 
an increase in the workload for law enforcement officers with the expan-
sion of Sunday hunting. 
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Ohio 
 

Prior to 1998, Sunday hunting was permitted only for waterfowl, coyote, and 
groundhogs in Ohio.  In March 1998, legislation was signed into law allowing Sun-
day hunting in Ohio for all legal wildlife game species during their respective open 
hunting seasons.  This law allowed for Sunday hunting on public hunting areas, in-
cluding the majority of Ohio’s state parks, and certain private lands.  It also pro-
vided for stricter penalties for hunter trespassing. 
 
 Sunday hunting on private lands included allowing family members to hunt 
on Sundays on their own property if they possessed 20 or more contiguous acres.  
Family members include landowner and spouse, parents, siblings, children, and 
grandchildren.  Sunday hunting on private lands also included private land enrolled 
in the Division of Wildlife’s Hunter Access Program (HAP).  The HAP required 100 
or more contiguous acres for enrollment.  For these lands, the landowner may allow 
non-family members to hunt on their property. 

 
The Sunday hunting legislation also increased the penalty for hunting with-

out permission.  Trespassing is now a third-degree misdemeanor for the first offense 
and the maximum penalty could be 60 days in jail and a $500 fine.  For a second 
trespassing offense, it is a second-degree misdemeanor and carries a maximum 
penalty of 90 days in jail and a $750 fine. 

 
In 2002, the Sunday hunting legislation was amended to eliminate the 

Hunter Access Program and the need for the registration of private land for Sunday 
hunting, thereby permitting Sunday hunting on all property subject to landowners 
permission. 
 
 In the mid-1990s, the Ohio Division of Wildlife approached several Legisla-
tors and the Governor of Ohio about the possibility of allowing Sunday hunting.  
The Governor stated that if the proposal was acceptable to the Ohio Farm Bureau, 
it would be acceptable to him. 
 

While the Division reportedly had a somewhat tenuous relationship with the 
Farm Bureau, the Farm Bureau listened to the Division of Wildlife on the issue of 
Sunday hunting.  The Division wanted to maximize Sunday hunting opportunities, 
which the Farm Bureau had traditionally opposed, except for nuisance species 
(groundhogs and coyotes).  After several meetings, a negotiated proposal emerged 
upon which both the Division of Wildlife and the Farm Bureau agreed.  This pack-
age was introduced in legislation, and during this time the Farm Bureau agreed to 
remain neutral on the legislation. 
 

Committee hearings were conducted and were consistently filled with 
sportsmen and -women supporting the bill along with some landowners who op-
posed the bill.  The Committee passed the bill onto the full Legislature.  The Senate 
passed the bill 32-1, and the House passed it 91-6.  The bill was signed by the Gov-
ernor on March 2, 1998, and it became effective June 1, 1998. 



 44

 
 In 2000, when West Virginia was considering the issue of Sunday hunting, 
they looked to other states for guidance.  In a document published by West Virginia 
in 2000, they made the following comments regarding Ohio’s 1998 experience in le-
galizing Sunday hunting: 
 

1. While economic impact arguments were made in support of the Ohio bill, 
they were not quantitatively specific, nor were they the primary focus of 
bill supporters.   

2. Rather, Ohio chose instead to focus on what were termed the sociological 
benefits of Sunday hunting, notably the family values argument.  Numer-
ous persons reportedly testified that hunting is a positive, family-oriented 
activity that should be promoted. 

3. Landowners also testified in Ohio in support for the bill, emphasizing that 
they desired access to Sunday hunting opportunities on their own land as 
a property right.  The Ohio Farm Bureau ultimately supported the bill. 

4. Concerns were voiced during consideration of the bill that Sunday hunting 
might cause an increase in landowner complaints regarding hunter tres-
pass and other illegal activities on private land.  In deference to that con-
cern, the bill required a multi-year tracking of such complaints, an analy-
sis of that data, and a reconsideration of the Sunday hunting issue after 
five years. 

5. Ohio Division of Wildlife law enforcement officials report that implemen-
tation of the bill is proceeding smoothly, with very few landowner com-
plaints. 

 
 There have not been any studies conducted on the economic impact of Sunday 
hunting in Ohio; however, staff from the Ohio Division of Wildlife discussed their 
Sunday hunting experience. 
 
 Ohio’s experience in authorizing Sunday hunting has generally been positive.  
They believe it is a private property rights issue and that landowners have the right 
to hunt on their own property, allow family and friends to hunt on it, or decline it if 
they so desire.  
 
 They have not found groups strongly opposing Sunday hunting, nor have they 
found an increase in trespassing on private property or trespassing arrests with the 
expansion of Sunday hunting.  They believe that increased trespassing penalties 
have deterred such violations.  Additionally, while some landowners initially pre-
dicted that more land would be posted with the passage of Sunday hunting, they 
have found this to not be the case. 
 

Further, the Ohio hunters and their families appreciate the extra day afield, 
and the businesses in Ohio reportedly like Sunday hunting because it increases 
their sales, in areas such as gasoline, lodging, and restaurant meals.  Many busi-
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nesses also appreciate Sunday hunting because their workers are less likely to take 
off during the week to hunt. 
 
 Ohio staff also report that they have not experienced an increase in license 
sales as a result of Sunday hunting, and they have not noticed an impact on wildlife 
populations with the advent of Sunday hunting. 
 
 While the original statute required a re-evaluation of the Sunday hunting is-
sue after five years, the amendments to the Sunday hunting legislation in 2002 
changed this requirement.  As a result, a re-evaluation was not necessary.   
 
South Carolina 
 
 Prior to 2003, Sunday hunting was only allowed for small game on private 
lands and on all other lands that are subject to open season regulations.  No big 
game hunting, which includes deer, was allowed on Sundays. 
 
 In 2003, a bill was introduced to increase hunting opportunities by permit-
ting Sunday hunting for deer on private lands.  This bill passed the Legislature, and 
it became effective on May 15, 2003. 
 
 The 2004-05 hunting regulations for South Carolina as issued by the De-
partment of Natural Resources listed the following for “Sunday Hunting”: 
 

Hunting is prohibited on Sundays on all Wildlife Management Area 
lands.  On private lands statewide Sunday hunting for all game is legal 
except in Game Zones 1 and where turkey hunting is prohibited on 
Sundays, and bear hunting is prohibited on Sundays in Game Zone 1. 
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West Virginia 
 

Prior to 2001, Sunday hunting was banned in West Virginia.  In April 2001, 
the Governor of West Virginia signed legislation permitting Sunday hunting state-
wide on private lands with written permission from the landowner with the provi-
sion that counties could prohibit it through a countywide vote. 
 
 Since 2001, the counties in West Virginia have placed Sunday hunting refer-
endums on the ballot and, as of November 2004, 41 counties had voted to prohibit 
hunting on Sundays.  The remaining 14 counties allow Sunday hunting on private 
lands.  This Sunday hunting is permitted during all open hunting seasons. 
 
 Where there has been opposition to Sunday hunting, many have cited reli-
gious reasons, stating that “Sunday is a day of rest.”  Additionally, the West Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau has opposed Sunday hunting stating that “it is an issue of being 
able to use land on Sunday without having to worry about hunters.” 
 
 While no economic impact studies on Sunday hunting have been conducted 
since its implementation in West Virginia in 2001, the Supervisor of Game Man-
agement for the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources discussed Sunday 
hunting with LB&FC staff. 
 
 The supervisor reports that as of April 2005, no counties in West Virginia are 
planning to place Sunday hunting referendums on any upcoming ballots.  Those 
counties that have banned Sunday hunting have done so because there has been a 
lack of public support.  The West Virginia Farm Bureau and various church groups 
continue to oppose Sunday hunting citing Sunday as a day of rest.  However those 
counties that have allowed Sunday hunting have found that the citizens of their 
counties believe Sunday hunting provides an opportunity for hunting for those per-
sons who work six days a week.  The general view in those counties has been that 
“people can do everything else on Sunday--why not hunting.” 
 
 For those 14 counties that allow Sunday hunting, there has not been an in-
crease in trespassing on private lands nor have division officials found an increase 
in posted lands.  West Virginia has not had to increase their law enforcement efforts 
with Sunday hunting by either hiring more law enforcement officers or providing 
overtime to existing officers. 
 
 Because youth under the age of 15 are not required to have a hunting license 
except for antlerless deer, West Virginia has not been able to determine if Sunday 
hunting has allowed for an increase in youth hunting licenses.  Also, because only 
14 counties allow Sunday hunting, West Virginia has not been able to quantify 
whether Sunday hunting has resulted in an increase in nonresident license sales. 
 
 West Virginia has found that Sunday hunting has not had an impact on their 
deer herd size or any other wildlife.  Because only 14 counties remain open to Sun-
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day hunting, the number of additional hunters on Sundays has not been significant 
enough to impact their deer management goals as they had projected. 
 
 West Virginia officials state that there have been no problems in any manner 
with Sunday hunting in the 14 counties that are open to it.  Their experience has 
found that Sunday hunting provides an opportunity for hunting for people who 
work six days a week.  In this regard, Sunday hunting has allowed them to retain 
hunters they might have otherwise lost during a time of declining license sales. 
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